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Tavoyan dialects 
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The Tavoyan or Dawei dialect of Burmese (ooosouooocos) is 
spoken in Dawei (Tavoy), in the coastal Tanintharyi Region of 
southern Myanmar (Burma). 

Tavoyan retains /-l-/ medial that has since merged into the /-j -/ 
medial in standard Burmese and can form the following consonant 
clusters: /gl-/, /kl-/, /k h l-/, /bl-/, /pi-/, /p h 1-/, /ml-/, /ml-/. Examples 
include 66 (/mle/ ->• Standard Burmese /mje/) for "ground" and 

f* CO r A 1 

60COCS (/klaUN/ -> Standard Burmese /tJaUN/) for "school". L4J 
Also, voicing only with unaspirated consonants, whereas in standard 
Burmese, voicing can occur with both aspirated and unaspirated 
consonants. Also, there are many loan words from Malay and Thai 
not found in Standard Burmese. An example is the word for goat, 
which is hseit (sooo) in Standard Burmese but be (oo) in Tavoyan, 
most likely from Mon /hsbe 7 / (06©) or Thai /p h £?/ (lAW:).^ 

In the Tavoyan dialect, terms of endearment, as well as family 
terms, are considerably different from Standard Burmese. For 
instance, the terms for "son" and "daughter" are to© (/p h a ou/) and 
y© (/mi ou/) respectively/ 6 ^ Moreover, the honorific 6<pc 
(Naung) is used in lieu of 660C (Maung) for young males/ 6 ] 

Rhymes 


The following is a list of rhyme correspondences unique to the 
Tavoyan dialect^] 
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Dawei 
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Native speakers ca. 

440,000 (2000)1-*-] 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

- (Tibeto- 
Burman) 
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■ Burmish 


■ Southern 


■ Burmese 


- Tavoyan 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 
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tvn - Tavoyan 

proper 

tco - Dawei 


Tavoyan 

(Taungyo) 

Glottolog 

tavol242 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/tavol2 
42) Tavoyan! 2 ] 


taunl248 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/taunl2 
48) Taungyo! 3 ] 















Written Burmese 

Standard Burmese 

Tavoyan dialect 

Notes 

c c c 
-C -9 

/-in -aN -aN / 

/-aN/ 


c n c 

-0 -Dc 

/-IN -JIN/ 

/-IN -jin/ 


ecoc 

/-auN/ 

/on/ 


1 o f 

/-oun/ 

/- u : n / 


C 

09 

L 

1-aoNl 


0 c 

09 

1-eiNl 

1- i: n/ 


c 

ODD 

L 

/-ou?/ 

/-u/ 


C 

09 

L 

/-ao?/ 


C C C 

-DO -OO -O 

/-£? -a? -a?/ 

/-a?/ 


-nc6 -n6 

/-ei?/ 

/-!/ 


c 

-£ 

/-£, -e, -ill 

/-£/ 


-o -DoS 

/-I? -j£?/ 

/-I? -jl?/ 


GOO 

0 

/-we/ 

/-i/ 60 is pronounced as in standard Burmese 


Rhymes 


Open syllables 

weak = a 

full = i, e, £, a, a, o, u 

Closed syllables 

nasal = 1 :n, in, aiN, an, on, un, u:n, aoN 
stop = i?, ai?, a?, a?, u?, ao? 
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